Personal statement
In retrospect, I believe 1952 was a fortunate time to start an architectural practice in many ways. There was no shortage of labour and corporate greed had not become endemic. Builders generally were interested in innovation and the battle for extras hardly existed as a solution to any problem arising during construction was mutually resolved.

The limited pallet of materials available so soon after World War 2 ended in 1945, can be compared to the restrictive discipline demanded of a Sumi black and white painting as compared to that of working in colour.

Financing was limited and new houses were generally small, between 120-180 square meters.

Architects were not weighed down requiring to provide Development Applications which today can involved as many as 13 Consultants (full shadow diagrams, Structural, Heritage, Geo-technical, Mechanical, Acoustic, Plan of Management, Handicap access, Hydraulic, Landscaping, Arborist, Mechanical Engineering,.,..).

I was most fortunate in having some extremely talented young students of similar interests and beliefs work with me during the 1950's, Adrian Snodgrass, Bert Read and Alan Gilbert.

My determination to never commute to work or rent office space meant that I needed always to own premises which would be suitable for accommodating both living and working.

Urban living has never appealed to me and a rural environment offered the opportunity to live my concept of a balanced life. By this I mean that even though I had always wanted to be an architect from a very early age it was not my only passion or interest. I never desired to build a large practice nor to design large buildings, always keeping a low profile relying upon examples of my work to attract clients.

My first overseas commission followed the completion of the Cinema Centre in Melbourne in 1969 and was for several projects in Tahiti connected to cinema.

On the completion of the Kaya Aya hotel in Bali (now Bali Oberoi) in 1974, between 1977 to 1982, commissions from the Philippines, Saudi Arabia, Fiji, Tahiti, Egypt, Goa, Kerala and Malaysia followed.

On the completion of the Amandri Hotel in Bali in 1989 and the worldwide recognition it received, between 1989 and 2009, a flood of 32 commissions from around the world immerged (see list below). 

I declined all of them as I did not want to build a large practice and preferred to keep quietly working with those few companies (such as the Oberoi Group) with whom I had a very happy and relaxed relationship.
Since I closed my Sydney office in 1970, I have worked alone and have never been more content, relying on other well established architectural firms in different countries to deal with local requirements and to produce the necessary working documentation under my strict supervision. In 2007 I decided to retire due to my problem with a progressive hearing loss which made communication with my clients very difficult. I handed over my three new resort hotel projects in various design development stages to an architect friend living in Bali.

I am most grateful to Jackie Urford for recording my work in her monumental 9 volumes thesis researching all of my buildings and projects, interviewing people and taking the only photographs of buildings which now no longer exist.

There are several 1950s projects not included in her book due to the loss of documentation, houses designed for John Olsen, Kerry and Roz Packer and Lew and Jenny Hoad, each of which did not proceed due to changes in their personal circumstances.
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PT Satria Balitama

PT Surya Raya Idaman

EIE Aust. Ltd

Taj Services Ltd.

Shangri-la International

Eve Lom

Pavilion Resorts

KAB Corporation, Malaysia
Hanwright Patricia,ldaho
P.T. Krena Karya (Dermawan)
Glen Peak Manor

Kajima Corporation

Morgan Grenfell

PT Bali Turtle Island

PT Surya Raya

International Project Cons.
Ciputra Group, Jakarta
Ocean Development Co. Tokyo
Bintan Island Resort Project
Taj Hotels Ltd

MLS Hanoi, Vietnam

Memr Diab: Beirut

Samsung Goong-Ang

Klaus Peters

Gold Resorts & Hotels
Mclintosh Alliance

Sun Resorts Ltd.

ICT Hotels

Mas Global Enterprises
Raffles Hotel and Resorts
Ove Arup & Partners H.K. Ltd
Kajima Corporation Bangkok

Imperial Hotel, Bali

Astra International Hotel

Regent Bali Hotel

Resort hotel, Trivandrum, Kerala

General enquiry re future hotels

Soled Spa, Hungary

120 room Hotel + 60 houses, Chiang Mai.
Impala Resort, Pulau Tioman.

Residence, Kauai, Honolulu.

Houses around Golfcourse, Bali

Island development in Okanawa

General enquiry for future work

General enquiry for future work

Lake Bedugal Project

Idaman Hotels in Ubud & Nusa Dua
Penang project.

General enquiry for future work

Vast Project, Palau Is. Micronesia
Singapore

Resort Hotel, Orissa, India

Darwin and Lux Sao PDR, Laos

250 room Beirut Hotel, Lebanon

Kashilri Resort, Jong-In Region, South Korea
Private residence in Salvador de Bahia, Brazil
240 acre development in South Goa, India
Pharaoh Mountain resort, Sinai, Egypt
Resort on 124 acres, Is. of Mahe,Seychelles
Delhi hotel, India

Hotel Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates
Future hotel developments

Future hotel developments

Resort hotel on 247 acres, Phukit, Thailand




